Annual Meeting of the Parish of Upton with Fishley held on Thursday, 9th May 2024 in the Village Hall at 7.30 pm


Present: Parish councillors - Philip Armes, Debbie Durrant and Ian Cook, parish clerk Pauline James and one resident.

Apologies: Parish councillors Laura Davey, William Leonard-Morgan, Lee Smith and Nigel Brennan (also district councillor).

Minutes:
The minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 11th May 2023 were agreed to be correct, and were signed by the Parish Council Chairman, Philip Armes, as Chairman of the meeting.

Matters Arising from the Meeting held on 11th May 2023:
1. There has been no correspondence regarding the Parish Council’s lease with the Environment Agency for the moorings and staithe.

2. The new “gateways” at Southend in Cargate Lane were installed by NCC, half funded by the Parish Council has paid the other half. 

Police Report:
The local police had attended the April Parish Council meeting and apologised that they were not able to attend the Annual Parish Meeting. They had given a short report. There have been very few crimes reported in Upton.
The clerk reported on the recent Safer Neighbourhood Action Panel meeting; the priorities for the Acle area have been set as Speeding and Anti-Social Behaviour in public places.

Fran Whymark, County Councillor sent a report for 2023-24:
Norfolk County Council (NCC) are working towards a County Deal.  The County Deal would give Norfolk a great opportunity to gain new powers and funding from central government.  With over £600m secured over the next 30 years we will be able to make decisions in Norfolk for Norfolk.  We can invest in transport, jobs and skills, adult education, housing and regeneration, focusing on the needs of local people.  If NCC Councillors vote for the deal on 23rd July 2024 we will start receiving funding this year, allowing us to start projects.  The election for the Directly Elected Leader (or Mayor) would take place in May 2025.
We have seen legal challenges to the safety improvements on the A47 by Dr Boswell, a green campaigner.  Having lost an appeal in the High Court, he has now made an application to the Supreme Court.  This is adding huge delay and cost to much needed work at North Burlingham, Honingham and Thickthorn.
At NCC we have been working to improve public transport.  NCC were pleased they could introduce 24/7 free travel for disabled bus pass holders this year and with £2 single fares and reductions to Park & Ride fares there’s never been a better reason to use the bus.
Householders can now take up to 100 litres of DIY waste to the recycling centre for free, up to four times every four weeks.  Hopefully this will reduce flytipping in our area.  Watch out for the forthcoming flytipping campaign from BDC.
Over £1m was spent on Parish Partnership Schemes in 2023/24.  The Partnership has been so successful that NCC will make the same offer again this year 2024/24.  

Nigel Brennan, District Councillor:
There was no report.

Keith’s Meadow:
Local resident Simon Taylor has set up a working party to transform the former school playing field into an open space for the village, with wildflower areas. It has been agreed to trial a bee hive.

Parish Council Report:
This report is published at:
http://uptonwithfishleypc.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/category/annual-parish-meeting/
and a copy is filed with these minutes.

There were no comments on the report.

Parish Council Accounts for the Year Ended 31st March 2024:
The parish clerk presented the Accounts for the year and explained the figures. 
http://uptonwithfishleypc.norfolkparishes.gov.uk/category/accounts-and-audit/

Parishioners’ Forum:
1. There was a complaint about potholes on local roads and about large lorries eroding verges in the village. These complaints will be passed on to NCC.
2. Philip Armes offered to meet with officers from Broadland District Council to discuss recent flooding and blocked ditches.


There being no further business the meeting closed at 7.55p.m.
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