Minutes of the Meeting of Upton with Fishley Parish Council held on Thursday,             
6th November 2025 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 

Present:
Philip Armes (Chairman)
Nigel Brennan (Vice-Chairman and also district councillor), Laura Davey, Alison Skinner and Lee Smith 

Also Pauline James (Parish Clerk). There were no members of the public. The clerk read out a report from Norfolk County Councillor Fran Whymark.

Apologies: 
Ian Cook and William Leonard-Morgan

Declarations of Interests in Items on the Agenda and Requests for Dispensations:
None.

Minutes:
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 2nd October 2025 were agreed to be correct, and were signed by Philip Armes, as Chairman of the Parish Council.
Matters Arising:
	1.
	The organisers of the recent village Hallowe’en party sent their thanks for the donation towards the cost of the entertainer. The event made a small surplus which will be donated to the village hall. 


	2.
	Upton Ladies Fellowship sent their thanks for the donation towards their room hire costs.


	3.
	Ian Hilton cut back the trees at the front of the village hall car park, as requested. A huge amount was cut back and removed from site.


	4.
	The Police have confirmed that they have not yet had time to go into Fairhaven Primary School to ask the children to design speeding signs.



Correspondence:
	1.
	It was agreed to make a donation of £250 to the Royal British Legion.


	2.
	The clerk updated the councillors on the expected mayoral elections in May 2026, as part of Norfolk and Suffolk County Councils’ application to create a new Combined County Authority covering both areas. The new authority will not replace local councils but will act as a strategic authority, between national government and the local councils, as part of the devolution of powers and funding.

 The new authority would enable collaboration on major strategic priorities, including transport, employment support, housing planning, economic development, environment and climate change, health and wellbeing and public safety. The authority would have a £1.1bn investment fund over 30 years.

This process is separate from the current discussions about the review and reorganisation of local councils. Local councils will continue to be responsible for day-to-day services like council housing, schools, social services, waste collection, street cleaning and council tax collection.


Finance Report:
	Receipts:
	                 £

	Mooring fees
	201.40

	HMRC – VAT refund
	964.54

	Grazing rent
	106.92

	Glebe allotment rent – Hugh Crane Ltd
	1,997.00

	November Payments:
	

	Norwich Diocese – rent for allotment (SO)
	1,401.00

	Wave – water at old playing field (DD)
	38.11

	Pauline James   -     clerk’s fee and expenses
	246.35

	· FAITH donation
	50.00

	· Donation re Hallowe’en Party
	200.00

	                             -     Standing order
	300.00

	Norfolk Pension Fund – E’ers and E’ees
	171.25

	HMRC – PAYE and E’ers NIC
	99.79

	Martin Pitchers - clearing track at churchyard
	20.00

	· Repairs at play area
	68.99

	Acle PC – share of costs
	54.60

	PPH – hire of access platform for trees
	408.00

	Ian Hilton – cutting trees and disposing of arisings
	1,000.00

	UVHG – donation re Ladies Fellowship
	60.00

	Gallagher – insurance for mower
	117.76

	Garden Guardian – grasscutting for October
	1,401.30

	Balance c/f as at 6th November 2025
	218,530.44



	Nigel Brennan had checked the October online payments and the clerk’s bank reconciliation dated 27th October 2025 to the relevant bank statements. The payments were approved.


	The clerk reminded councillors that a bank account was set up with Lloyds Bank when there was uncertainty about the safety of banks, but no money was every banked with them. The Council currently banks with Barclays.
It was agreed to investigate building societies and banks where the Council could invest some money to spread the risk. It was noted that Lloyds Bank now charges a monthly fee for business accounts, which includes council accounts.



Planning:
	1
	Decisions by Broadland District Council:

	
	Broadlands Farm, Horses Head - Non material amendment of 2024/2307 - amendments to internal layout – 2025/3174Changes to carport. Agricultural rail in replace of wall. Approved.



Cemetery and Churchyard:
	1.
	Jen and George Taylor have been working in the churchyard, cutting back the hedges, ivy and cutting back self-sown seedlings.



Boat Dyke and Car Park:
	1.
	A few dead trees will be removed shortly.



Village Hall, Car Park, Play Area and Playing Field:
	1.
	Upton Village Hall Group sent a report:
Bookings are going well with dates already being reserved for Easter 2026.
A new light has been fitted at the end of the west end of the hall to help hall
users to see their way back to their cars during the dark Winter evenings.
New fire regulations have recently been brought out which will mean updating the
fire precautions within the hall. Some work has already been carried out by the
Caretaker and quotes are awaited for the remainder.
Anglian Water have repaired a broken water meter at the pedestrian
entrance path.
The next Coffee and Chat session is Friday 14th November at 10.30pm.
Our Christmas celebration will be to invite village residents to join us, as in previous years, to Light up Upton at 5pm on Sunday 7th December. 



Keith’s Meadow and Allotments:
	1.
	It was noted that the middle allotment is not being looked after. The clerk will contact the tenant.



Highways and Pond:
	1.
	A pothole on Hanging Hill was reported to NCC.



The Undergrounding of electricity to the pump on the River Bure:
	1.
	Philip Armes reported that the electricity supply to the pump was connected a couple of weeks ago. 



Matters for Next Meeting and Any Other Business:
1. Resilience plan
2. A socket for a generator to be connected at the village hall, in case of a power failure.





The next meeting will be on Thursday, 4th December at 7.30pm, in the village hall. All residents are very welcome to attend, to raise local issues.

There being no further business the meeting was closed.





Signed:……………………………………….	Dated:………………………………..	          
Chairman
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