Minutes of the Meeting of Upton with Fishley Parish Council held on Thursday,             
5th March 2026 in the Village Hall at 7.30pm 

Present:
Philip Armes (Chairman)
Nigel Brennan (Vice-Chairman and also district councillor), Ian Cook and William Leonard-Morgan.

Also Pauline James (Parish Clerk). There were four members of the public present. Matters raised included a planning application.

Norfolk County Councillor Fran Whymark gave a short report and answered questions on the forthcoming Norfolk County Council elections and potential local government reorganisation. He reminded the meeting that boundary changes are taking place, for Norfolk County Council divisions only, and that Upton will form part of the Acle Division for the May elections.

Apologies: 
Laura Davey, Alison Skinner and Lee Smith.

Declarations of Interests in Items on the Agenda and Requests for Dispensations:
None.

Minutes:
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 5th February 2026 were agreed to be correct, and were signed by Philip Armes, as Chairman.
Matters Arising:
None.

Correspondence:

	1.
	Norfolk County Council elections, which had been postponed, will now take place on Thursday, 7th May.


	2.
	Broadland District Council has said that town and parish council elections, which should take place in May 2027, are expected to be aligned with any elections as part of local government reorganisation, to reduce costs. If there is a unitary authority, there may be some opportunities for devolution of assets or services from district councils, and for some clustering of parishes.


	3.
	There was a meeting with Galliford Try, the contractor for National Highways, to update councils on the dualling of the A47. Access to/from The Windle is expected to be reviewed once dualled road is opened.





Finance Report:
	Receipts:
	                 £

	Mooring fees
	251.40

	Grazing rent
	106.92

	Jary’s – memorial fee 
	96.00

	Quarterly bank interest
	546.70

	March Payments:
	

	Pauline James   -     clerk’s fee and expenses
	256.15

	                             -     Standing order
	300.00

	Norfolk Pension Fund – E’ers and E’ees
	171.25

	HMRC – PAYE 
	104.19

	Acle PC – share of costs
	6.25

	Ian Hilton – removal of dead trees at staithe car park
	450.00

	Martin Pitchers – clearing churchyard path
	20.00

	Balance c/f as at 5th March 2026
	216,727.24



	Ian Cook had checked the February online payments and the clerk’s bank reconciliation dated 4th March 2026 to the relevant bank statements. The clerk had provided an Actual v Budget report for 12 months, before debtors and creditors. The payments were approved.



The list of current direct debits and standing orders was presented and approved, as required by financial standing orders.

The Barclays mandate change form was completed, to remove Debbie Durrant as signatory and to add Ian Cook. The current signatories are then Philip Armes, Laura Davey, Ian Cook and Pauline James. Two signatories are required to make any payments.

Planning:
	1.
	The Workshop, South Walsham Road - Certificate of lawfulness (existing) for change of use from boat repairs and storage to mixed business use for (existing use for over 10 years) (2025/2196). 
The councillors objected strongly to the plans. The councillors did not believe that the large range of activities listed in the application had taken place for ten years. They also had concerns that the application was for operating hours of 8.00 to 20.00 every day and requested that Sundays and bank holidays there should be reduced operating hours. The councillors were also concerned that there appear to be a significant amount of scrap materials stored on the site. 



Cemetery and Churchyard:
Nothing to report.


Boat Dyke and Car Park:
	1.
	Some dead or diseased trees in the car park had been cut down.


	2.
	Philip Armes offered to try to level the surface of the car park.


	3.
	It was noted that there are some holes in the grassed area beside the boat dyke.




Village Hall, Car Park, Play Area and Playing Field:
	1.
	Anne Lubbock sent a report.

It was agreed that the field could be used for a Young Countrysiders event in June. 


	2.
	It was agreed that Nigel Brennan could remove a few trees by the entrance to the car park to improve visibility.



Keith’s Meadow and Allotments:
	1.
	Mr & Mrs Skinner have taken over the spare allotment.



Highways and Pond:
	1.
	NCC has said that drainage works are programmed (by Broadlands Park and outside the White Horse) but they are very busy at present so it may be a few weeks before they can visit the village again.


	2.
	Repairs were carried out to Acle Road by the junction with Hanging Hill.


	3.
	Various potholes were reported in Hanging Hill.



Resilience Plan:
Nothing to report.

Matters for Next Meeting and Any Other Business:
None.

The next meeting will be on Thursday, 2nd April at 7.30pm, in the village hall. All residents are very welcome to attend, to raise local issues.

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 9.07pm.



Signed:……………………………………….	Dated:………………………………..	          
Chairman
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