Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Upton with Fishley Parish Council held on Thursday,             
14th May 2026 in the Village Hall at 8.05pm, following the Annual Parish Meeting

Present:
Philip Armes (Chairman)
Nigel Brennan (Vice-Chairman and also district councillor) and William Leonard-Morgan

Also Pauline James (Parish Clerk). There were two members of the public present. 

Apologies: 
Ian Cook, Laura Davey and Alison Skinner

Lee Smith has resigned as a parish councillor. The clerk will notify Broadland District Council of the casual vacancy, which will be advertised in the usual way. 

Election of Chairman:
Philip Armes was unanimously elected as Chairman and signed a declaration of acceptance of office.

Nigel Brennan was unanimously elected as Vice-Chairman.

Declarations of Interests in Items on the Agenda and Requests for Dispensations:
None.

Minutes:
The minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 2nd April 2026 were agreed to be correct, and were signed by Philip Armes, as Chairman.
Matters Arising:

	1.
	Greenbarnes have agreed to replace the noticeboard which blew over in the storm because the screws broke.


	2.
	The new noticeboard at the shop could be on the outside of the shop 
Could have one half locked and one half for community use. It was agreed to consider this further.




Correspondence:

	1.
	Justine Thomas of Reform UK was elected as county councillor for the Acle Division, which includes Upton. The clerk will send Justine the dates of forthcoming meetings once she has been given a NCC email address.


	2.
	The Government has announced that it is minded to accept the proposal for three unitary authorities for Norfolk. Upton would be in the proposed East Norfolk Council. Elections for the new Authority are expected to be held in May 2027.


Accounts and Annual Return:
	1.
	The clerk presented the Accounts for the year ended 31st March 2026. These were approved and signed by the Chairman on behalf of the Council.


	2.
	The clerk then presented the Annual Return for the year ended 31st March 2026:
 

	2.1
	The councillors noted the Report of the Internal Auditor. No concerns had been raised.


	2.2
	The councillors considered the statements on the Annual Governance Statement and agreed Yes responses to all of those which were relevant. The Statement was signed by the Chairman on behalf of the Council, and by the parish clerk.


	2.3
	The Accounting Statements, which are the same total figures as the full Accounts, and which were previously signed by the Responsible Financial Officer, were approved and signed by the Chairman on behalf of the Council.



Finance Report:
	Receipts:
	                 £

	Mooring fees, including VAT
	7,659.40

	Grazing rent
	106.92

	Water old playing field
	6.82

	BDC – first half precept
	5,680.00

	March Payments:
	

	Anglian Water – old playing field DD
	63.61

	Pauline James   -     clerk’s fee and expenses
	198.76

	                             -     Standing order
	300.00

	Norfolk Pension Fund – E’ers and E’ees
	145.73

	HMRC – PAYE and E’ers NIC
	135.09

	Acle PC – share of costs
	207.18

	Ken Wallis Gare – defibrillator costs
	165.60

	URM – recycling collection
	26.70

	Martin Pitchers – clearing churchyard path
	20.00

	· Work at Westfield Loke
	50.00

	Upton Village Hall – history group event
	32.00

	Upton Village Hall – room hire for a year
	176.00

	Friends of St Margaret’s Church – donation for fete
	150.00

	Garden Guardian – grasscutting March
	1,499.10

	Garden Guardian – grasscutting April
	1,499.10

	Norfolk ALC – subs
	215.39

	JW Gallop – internal audit
	250.00

	Marie Winter – refund of mooring fee
	565.20

	Fairhaven Primary School – donation for transport
	100.00

	Balance c/f as at 14th May 2026
	246,384.15



	William Leonard-Morgan and Nigel Brennan had checked the April online payments and the clerk’s bank reconciliation dated 27th April 2026 to the relevant bank statements. The payments were approved.




Planning – Decisions by Broadland District Council:
	1.
	Ivory Gates, Boat Dyke Road – demolition of existing dwelling and replace with self build 2 storey dwelling and cartlodge (2025/3965) – permission granted.



Cemetery and Churchyard:
Nothing to report
Boat Dyke and Car Park:
Nothing to report.

Village Hall, Car Park, Play Area and Playing Field:
	1.
	Anne Lubbock sent a report:

Regular groups continue to run as usual and one-off party bookings are beginning to pick up a little. The Local Council elections on 7th May went smoothly. The children’s multi-sports group have booked again for a half-term day and we are looking forward to the first of the dog competitions on 17th May. 
The fire extinguishers have had their yearly test and the broken pathway lighting
post has been replaced.
Two new fridges have been installed and are working well.
The next Coffee and Chat session is Friday June 12th at 10.30am.


	2.
	Martin Pitchers will remove the lower branches of the shrubs and small trees on the field by Westfield so as to facilitate the grasscutting in the area.



Keith’s Meadow and Allotments:
Nothing to report.

Highways and Pond:
Nothing to report.
Resilience Plan:
Nothing to report.

Matters for Next Meeting and Any Other Business:
None.






The next meeting will be on Thursday, 4th June at 7.30pm, in the village hall. All residents are very welcome to attend, to raise local issues.

There being no further business the meeting was closed at 8.35pm.



Signed:……………………………………….	Dated:………………………………..	          
Chairman
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